ASCC 2/14/14

385 Bricker Hall 8:30-10:30am

Approved Minutes 

ATTENDEES: Aski, Bitters, Burry, Craigmile, Daly, Fink, Fletcher, Hadad, Haddad, Harvey, Hetherington, Hogle, Jenkins, Krissek, Kuo, Lam, MacGilvray, Sanders, Schwartz, Vaessin, Vankeerbergen, Von Frese, Yerkes

AGENDA:
1. BA in World Politics & BS Political Science (new) (Guest: Professor Eric MacGilvray) 
· Political Science surveyed about 3,000 majors and non-majors and found that there was interest from students in more rigorous training in scientific methodology (hence the proposed BS) and international focus (hence the proposed BA in World Politics). 

· The BA in World Politics includes 4 international subfields: foreign policy and security, institutions and processes, economy and development and international theory.
· The BS provides more rigorous training in social scientific methodology requiring a 3 course sequence (one course from 3 of the 4 subfields) in research methodology which replicates the current political science BA. 

· Committee member: why only require students to choose one course from 3 of the 4 areas instead of getting 1 course from all 4 areas since the degree is not at the credit hour limit? 

· It allows for students to have more flexibility. Also, the methods courses constitute a type of subfield. 
· There are currently about 950 students in the major. Addition of these majors could potentially add 400-500 students. Political Science may want to consider additional resources that may be needed in the future.  
· The pre-Political Science major courses are all approved for GE Social Science. The four year plans do not need two more GE Social Science courses. One should be made an elective.  
· Most of the 4000 level courses do not have prerequisites. This is because 300 level courses were reserved for Public Administration and when they were removed from the books the numbering convention was maintained and carried over in the conversion from quarters to semesters with the result that there were relatively few 300/3000 level courses. Political Science is in the process of changing the course numbers. 
· Political Science needs to be thinking about the annual major assessment report. 

· The program learning goals for the BS are very similar to the BA goals. They could articulate the difference between the two by adding an additional learning goal to the BS. 

· Program goals should be meaningful. It makes it difficult to be in favor of having two programs that have identical learning goals. 
· There are 4 honors courses in each of the programs. The unit recognizes the need for additional honors courses. 
· Are there study abroad opportunities in the BA in the World Politics program? Students should be encouraged to take advantage of those opportunities. 
· Those in Comparative Politics would be more interested in study abroad 

· Foreign language is not required in this program.  

· Comment by Committee member: according to the curriculum map a student could complete the degree without obtaining learning goal #1 in any other 1000 level course. The concern is whether or not a student could achieve an entire learning goal in just one 1000 level course. It may be that there are other courses that actually get at the first learning goal that aren’t explicitly stated in the proposal.  
· Response: several of the introductory courses for each of the subfields fulfill expected learning outcome #1. Each expected learning outcome #1 for the BS and the BA in World Politics refers to fundamental or basic knowledge and therefore more advanced courses do not fulfill that learning outcome. 
· Panel Letter, Craigmile, unanimously approved with contingencies 

· Add learning goals to the BS to distinguish it from the BA 

· Correct the 4 year plan for both proposals 
· The pre-Political Science courses that students need to choose from (prerequisite to major) all carry GE Social Science status. Therefore, the four-year sample plans do not need two more GE Social Science courses. One of these should be replaced by an elective course.

2. Approval of 1-31-14 minutes 
· Sanders, Krissek, 1 abstention 

3. Panel reports
· A&H 
· Portuguese 4550 unanimously approved

· Portuguese 5510, 5520, and 5530 unanimously approved 

· Portuguese 5580 unanimously approved with contingencies 

· Architecture 2300/2300E and Landscape Architecture 2300/2300E unanimously approved 

· Freshman Seminar unanimously approved

· Freshman seminars will continue to be offered 

· NMS 
· Math 4407 unanimously approved 

· Math 4480 unanimously approved 

· Political Science 4780 was returned and GE status was not granted. 

· SBS  
· Sociology 4607 unanimously approved 

· Sociology 4650 unanimously approved 

· Honors has not met 

· Assessment

·  Reviewed GE Education Abroad Maymester assessment reports. Eight out of 9 courses submitted reports. The data collected seemed appropriate although many did not provide the prompt that was given to students making it hard to determine how they aligned. Some instructors made recommendations for future improvements but others did not explicitly state how they would close the loop of assessment. 

· Those that do not submit required assessment reports will be contacted by Steve Fink.  

· Discussion by committee members 

· Some instructors are not clear on what assessment is. It will take time to have a change in the culture and buy-in from faculty 
· GE Service Learning and Education Abroad courses are special circumstances in which there is a required assessment plan for all courses approved for these GE categories. This is not the case for all GE courses at the moment. 
· GE foreign language courses 
· Courses that are part of a sequence are not required to be assessed at each course level but can be assessed at the end of the entire sequence. 

· Representatives from various units are being asked to develop scoring rubrics. Not all units are responding so we will ask for assistance from A-Deans in order to receive responses. 
· The updated Assessment Plan will be presented at the next ASCC. 

4. Revisions to minor rules (final guidelines) 
· CAA approved the final guidelines for minors. 
· Steve Fink raised the concern about the maximum number of credit hours for the minor to CAA and presented arguments articulated at the previous ASCC. The topic was discussed but received immediate rejections especially from students on CAA stating that it is hard enough to complete a 4 year program with a minor. 
· Minimum is 12 credit hours and the maximum is 18 credit hours. 

· Programs have 2 years to bring minors into compliance with the new rules and if students have already declared their minor they will not be asked to go by the new guidelines. 

· Many students wait until the end of their program to declare a minor. Some exceptions to the new rules will need to be made on a case by case basis. 
· Some minors will have a lot of prerequisites to work around the rules.  

· No courses in the minor can be pass/non-pass  
· Units no longer have the option to not accept 6 credits of overlap with the GE.
· This information will be double checked by Steve Fink  

5. GE Data Analysis criteria 
· GE Data Analysis courses are required to receive concurrence from Statistics. 

· It would be beneficial for everyone to have a rubric that explicitly states what is required in order to be granted the GE Data Analysis status.  

· The NMS Panel will work with Statistics to develop a one page list of criteria to evaluate GE Data Analysis course proposals. 

· ASCC will vote on the criteria created and the document will be included in the ASCCAS manual. 
